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APPENDIX V 
 

 

On Moving Forward on Modes of Instruction from the Pandemic Emergency- Draft Oct 21 

 

Whereas, The Senate and the Senate Administrative Committee (SAC) has been gratified by the successful partnership with the 

Hunter and CUNY administrations in dealing with the uncertainties of the Covid virus and how it affects pedagogy, students, faculty, 

staff, and the broader Hunter College community;  

 

Whereas, We have embraced the need for extraordinary measures and have temporarily ceded some Senate and faculty prerogatives 

to enable the Hunter College community to responsively address issues and needs as they have arisen in this period; 

 

Whereas, One of the temporarily ceded prerogatives concerns the mode of delivery of instruction;  

 

Whereas, This semester we have already started the move towards non-emergency operation and expect that to continue in 

subsequent semesters; 

 

Whereas, Two anticipated changes are that 

a) new course proposals may involve a course having more than one mode of instruction (or instructional modality), where 

if approved, that course could be taught in any of those modes in any semester (at the discretion of the department/program),  

b) some departments/programs may want to start regularly offering online sections of courses that were originally 

conceived, approved, and offered under the in-person modality; 

 

Whereas, The policy of the Senate in the past has been “that the responsibility for ensuring the content, curriculum, pedagogy, 

assessment, format, and delivery of all instruction rests with academic departments or equivalent units of the College. All changes 

in any of the above-mentioned areas must, as a rule, be approved by a departmental curriculum committee or equivalent body. If 

such changes are substantive, a curriculum proposal going through the established approval process is required” (Minutes of 4-21-

2010, p.5413); 

 

Whereas, In recent years and months the variety of modes of instruction in college instruction has greatly expanded and is still in the 

process of being developed and distinguished, and for some modes, adding a mode of instruction to a course is substantive and may 

affect the nature of a program; and 

 

Whereas, The Senate curriculum committees are currently deliberating on their processes for adding modes of instruction to existing 

courses on the books and for approving new courses for more than one mode of instruction; 

 

Resolved, That the Senate exercise its policy making responsibility on instruction starting this semester by allowing, while Senate 

processes are being developed, departments to maintain discretion, consistent with rules of NYSED and the decisions of CUNY and 

the BOT, on the modes of instruction utilized in its semesterly offerings for courses already on the books. After a year in which a 

Senate process is in place, departments and programs may only utilize a modality that has been approved by the relevant Senate 

curriculum committee for that course.  
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