Philosophy 252.051/Law and Morality

Professor Steven Ross

In this course, we take up certain issues central to our political culture and look at the way these issues have been handled in contemporary constitutional case law. Sometimes, to some extent, we will also look at how these issues have also been handled within distinctively philosophical analysis. The nature of religious freedom, the justification for freedom of speech, the permissibility of lesser speech, (such as hate speech or pornography), the justifiability of affirmative action, the justification for abortion will all be taken up. If time permits, we will also look at the insanity defense or the question of how punishment is best justified. 

Be prepared, as I say, for the much of the reading to be legal cases. A previous philosophy or political science course is required. 

