Introduction to Ethics — Philo 104 (10400-02), Spring 2015 

Instructor:  Michel DeMatteis

email:    mdematteis@gc.cuny.edu; or md498@hunter.cuny.ed 

Course Description 

This course introduces students to moral philosophy, and is divided into three main segments: an overview of the roots of ethical reasoning in ancient Greek philosophy; an examination of normative, or rule-based ethics, focusing on the most prominent ethical theories in the Western tradition; and an exploration of some contemporary moral problems. We all are familiar with moral dilemmas, and with confronting difficult decisions in our families, in our friendships, and in our school and working lives. Studying ethics encourages reflection and clear thinking about moral issues, and can make a difference in the way we think about and live our lives. Emphasis in the course will be given to developing critical thinking and analytical reading skills. Students will learn to address what they read, see, and hear with a critical eye, as well as develop the ability to analyze evidence and arguments. Readings from primary sources will include both classic and contemporary philosophical works, as well as a few pertinent works of literature.
Readings

Although students need not purchase a textbook for this course, students are responsible for downloading the weekly readings from the Internet and printing them out. Students are required to bring hard copies of the readings to class each week. All assignments will be communicated via Blackboard.

Assessments/Exams Format

* 4 in-class reading-response essays—a short essay in response to the week’s reading

* Midterm and Final Exams—two parts; definition of terms and short-essay questions

Grading Rubric

Response essays

30%

Midterm


25%

Final



30%

Class Participation/

15%

[Schedule of readings and assessments to follow, in class]

