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Neoplatonism

Description

Neoplatonism is the modern name given to a particular kind of Platonic philosophy that began in third century C.E., dominated Platonic philosophy through the Middle Ages, and continued into the modern period. It is religious and, in a sense, mystical. This course will focus on the writing of the two most influential ancient Neoplatonists, the pagan founder, Plotinus, and the Christian who legitimized Neoplatonism for the religious West, St. Augustine, looking briefly at Plotinus’ most important followers, Porphyry, Iamblichus, and Proclus. The course will begin with a brief sketch of the development of Platonism prior to Plotinus and will end with a brief sketch of Neoplatonism from Augustine to the Renaissance.

Requirements: 4 short (250-500 words) essays, 2 substantial essays (1500-200 words), and a final examination.
